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     GCF East Host: 
 

 
                   The electric power industry is tasked with providing a supply of electricity that is not only                      
                          reliable and affordable, but also sustainable. New technologies such as utility- scale 
                          renewables, distributed renewable generation, electric vehicles, and both centralized and 
                          distributed energy storage are creating opportunities for realizing a sustainable energy 
                           system. 
      
                          At the same time, they are introducing increasing complexity and variability to the electric 
grid - a major challenge for utilities. 
 

To address this challenge, utilities are actively planning and deploying significant upgrades to their electric 
grids. They are overlaying their grids with advanced sensing, communications, computing, and control 
capabilities to make their grids increasingly smart. As a result, the industry is witnessing the emergence of a 
new electric system paradigm: the Smart Grid. 
 

Grid ComForum provides a unique conference for electric power utilities, vendors, and suppliers involved in 
Smart Grid technology deployment. Grid ComForum programs are hosted by a leading regional electric utility, 
deal with the critical business issues of deployment and management of this next-generation technology, and 
focus on the communications layer important to the information demands of the Smart Grid. 
 

GCF East, taking place June 1-3, 2011, will be hosted by Southern Company. 
  

Grid ComForum is sponsored by the International Engineering Consortium (IEC), which has been connecting 
academia and industry through the highest quality conferences and exhibitions for the electronics, information, 
and communications industries for more than sixty years. IEC seeks to provide a similar industry forum to 
companies involved in deployment of Smart Grid technologies. 
 

In addition, participation by the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department Heads Association 
(ECEDHA), with nearly 300 engineering research universities, will provide a link to this important academic 
segment. 
 

We are pleased to provide this valuable smart grid resource to the electric power industry and look forward to 
your participation in the Grid ComForum program! 
 

Warm regards, 
 

 
John R. Janowiak 
President 
International Engineering Consortium 
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     GCF East Host: 
 

The Grid ComForum Program ...................................     

The Grid ComForum program creates unique venues for the electric power industry to come together in an 
intimate setting to discuss technology deployment and management issues. With each event hosted by a 
leading regional utility, the programs address Smart Grid issues from the power utility perspective. 
 

What Makes a Grid ComForum Unique? 
 

                                                                                      � Hosted by a utility that is a leader in its region in                         
                                                                                           Smart Grid planning and deployment 
 

                                                                                      � Oriented toward deployment of Smart Grid  
                                                                                           technologies, including business issues, technology  
                                                                                           management, operations, and workforce  
                                                                                           development 
 

                                                                                      � Targeted at regional needs, recognizing the  
                                                                                          variations in regulatory policy at the state level and its  
                                                                                          effect on Smart Grid deployments 
 

                                                                                       � Emphasizes grid communications, the essential  
                                                                                           activity of information collection and management to  
                                                                                           make the next-generation power grid a Smart Grid 
 

                                                                                        
 
 

Who Attends Grid ComForum? 
 

• Major host utilities and their regional counterparts that are reviewing the latest technologies and 
solutions while seeking relationships with suppliers in order to build a secure, next-generation power 
grid 

 

• Regulators and policy makers, who need to understand Smart Grid technology and its impact on the 
utilities they regulate as they seek to secure and advance the electric power infrastructure 

 

• Equipment makers and software technology vendors that provide the technology components to 
add the communications layer to the grid for performance monitoring and load response 

 

• Communication service providers and systems integrators, that manage the deployment of the 
two-way communication component through the use of their network services, thus enabling the next-
generation power grid 
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     GCF East Host: 
 

Why Sponsor a Grid ComForum Program? 
 
The Grid ComForum program provides access to a highly targeted audience of industry leaders that are 
driving the future of the Smart Grid. Program sponsors enjoy the following: 
 

• Direct access to the host utility, including the exclusive opportunity to participate in the first day of 
the program which is attended strictly by the host utility and tailored to their specific needs. 
 

• Opportunity to network with regional utilities, including major host utilities and their regional 
counterparts. With extensive networking opportunities and receptions held directly in the Technology 
Showcase area, sponsors will have dedicated program time to interact with this highly targeted 
audience. 
 

• Attend a first class educational conference 
 
 
For more information on the opportunities available, please see pages 7-11 of this manual or contact 
John Janowiak at +1-312-283-8461 or jrjanowiak@iec.org. 

 
 
Program Tracks 

• Transmission and Distribution 

• Customer Communications &  Relations 

• Energy Supply and Demand Management 

• Information and Communication Technology  
Infrastructure 

• Workforce Development 
 

Featured Session Topics 
• Policy concerns and regulatory issues 

• Technology – current developments, standards and  
interoperability, network and data security 

• Deployment lessons and best practices 

• Organizational impacts and workforce development 

• Customer benefits 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
June 1-3, 2011 �  Georgia Tech Global Learning Center �  Atlanta, Georgia 

 
 
Based in Atlanta, Southern Company is one of the largest generators of 
electricity in the nation, serving both regulated and competitive markets 
across the southeastern United States. It participates in all phases of the 
electric utility business with more than 42,000 megawatts of electric 
generating capacity and a grid of transmission and distribution lines that  
 
 
 

 

Southern Company Core Team 
 
The Southern Company Core Team is made up of individuals selected by Southern Company management to 
represent all lines of businesses impacted by smart grid implementation. The Core Team, in working with the 
organizing committee, will develop a world-class program to be presented June 2011 at the Georgia Tech 
Global Learning Center. 
 
                                                           Becky Blalock                                Mike Clanton 
                                                                     Senior Vice President                         Vice President 
                                                                        Chief Information Officer                     Energy Sales & Efficiency  
                                                                        Southern Company                             Georgia Power 
 

                                                                        Bryan Fletcher                                   Danny Glover 
                                                                        Vice President                                     Vice President  
 Supply Chain Management                Distribution  
 Southern Company Services              Alabama Power 
 
Chris Hobson                                                Don Horsley                                       Bernard Jacob 
Vice President Vice President                                    Vice President 
Research and Environmental Affairs              Customer Services Organization        Customer Operations 
Southern Company Services                     Mississippi Power                              Gulf Power 
 

Carrie Kurlander                                           Rich Mandes                                      Wes McDowell 
Vice President Vice President                                    Vice President 
Corporate Communication  Transmission                                      CIO, Georgia Region 
Southern Company Services                     Alabama Power                                  Southern Company  
 

Leslie Sibert                                                  Anthony Wilson 
Vice President Vice President 
Distribution Transmission  
Georgia Power                           Georgia Power                       
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Conference Chairperson: 
 
  Susan N. Story 
  President and CEO 

Southern Company 
Services 

 

 

 

Host Utility: 

would more than circle the earth. Southern Company has been serving the Southeast for more than 100 
years. Its four electric utilities – Alabama Power, Georgia Power, Gulf Power, and Mississippi Power – 
serve more than 4.4 million retail customers (through December 2008). 


